Feature ‘

Know The Facts

Safsty improves with knowledge: help dispel the myt_hs and
silence surrounding sexual assaulf. .A groungfbre_alang
study by the National Center for Victims of Cnme in 1992
revealed the true nature of rape and sexual waence in the
United States. Here are some highlights from its findlings:

»

¥n the United States, 1.3 women are raped every:

minute. That results in 78 rapes each hour, 1,872 rapes
each day, 56,160 rapes each month, and 683,280 rapes
each yeat. ¥The United States has the world’s highest
rape rate of the countries that publish such statistics: 4
times higher than Germany, 13 times higher than England,
and 20 times higher than Japan. *One out of every
three American women will be sexually assaulted in
her lifetime. *61% of all rape cases are victims less than
18 years old. 22% are between the ages of 18 and 24.
78% of rape victims know the attacker. *In a survey of
college women, 38% reported sexual victimizations which
met the legal definition of a rape or attempted rape, yet
only 1 out of every 25 teported their assault to the
police. ¥*One in four college women have either been
taped ot suffered attempted rape. ¥In 2 study of col-
lege students, 35% of men indicated some likeli-
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canmen at Dartmouth have not fonnally held di
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demographic data in reports made to the Sexual Abuge
Awateness Program. Unlike latger campuse, where it
neatly impossible to record basic information ig feports
from various sources, Dartmouth’s program coordinates
reports to sexual assault peer advisors, to deans, and to the
program counselor herself (the majotity of the womep
reflected in the statistics chose to visit Marine petsonally).
Matine required all reporting sources to note (when pos-
sible) at minimum the following pieces of information: the
victim’s yeat, race/ ethnicity, whether s/he was Greek-affi-
ated, and whether s/he was a varsity athlete. (The race of
the assailant was reported in only half of sexual assault cases)
Before the PAC Sexual Assault Committee decided to
issue the letter, Shin had contacted a number of otheruni-
versities, while its administrative members contacted col
leagues about racially disproportionate reporting of sexul
assault. But they all encountered the same fence. “Alot of
schools don’t break it down or won’t release it nationaly
said assistant dean Nora Yasumura, who was a membef o
the Committee. Main Stree?s efforts to contact Othe.r Cm;
pus centers was similaly fruitless. One rape educaﬂosout
rectot, Cotnell University’s Nina Campbell, spoke an’t
the complications of such work, “I personally W0 inter-
want to be distracted tracking victims—I'm M0
ested in prevention.” _ dedinio®
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