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Know The Facts 
Safety improves with knowledge: help dispel the myths and 
silence surrounding sexual assauff. A groundbreaking 
study by the National Center for Victims of Crime in 1992 
revealed the true nature of rape and sexual violence in the 
Unfted States. Here are some highlights from fts findings: 

*In the United States, 1.3 women are raped every -' 
minute. That results in 78 rapes each hour, 1,872 rapes 

h d Y 56 160 rapes each month, and 683,280 rapes eac a, , . 
each yeat *The United States has the world's h!g~est 
rape rate of the countries that publish such stat1st1cs: 4 
times higher than Gennany, 13 times higher than England, 
and 20 times higher than Japan. *One out of every 
three American women will be sexually assaulted in 
her lifetime. *61 % of all rape cases are victims less than 
I 13 years old. 22% are between the ages of 18 and 24. 
78% of rape victims know the attacker. *In a survey of 
college women, 38% reported sexual victimizations which 
met the legal definition of a rape or attempted rape, yet 
only 1 out of every 25 reported their assault to the 
police. *One in four college women have either been 
raped or suffered attempted rape. *In a study of col-
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.lege students, 35% of men indicated some likeli-
hood that they would commit a violent rape of a, 

I woman who ha~ fended off an advance if they were 
assured of getting away with it. *1 in 12 male stu-
d~nts surveyed had committed acts that met the legal defi-
ruuon of rape. Furthermore, 84% of the men who had 
co~tted such acts said what they had done was 
definitely not rape. *75% of male students and 55% 
offemale students involved in acquaintance rape had been 
~king or usmg drugs. *Rape has a devastating impact 
on e mental health of victims. 31% of all vt'ctun' d i velop Ra R 1 s e-

pe- eatedPostTraumaticStre 0· d i {RR-PTsD) so . . . . ss 1sor er 
ra metune In their lifetimes. *Only 16% of 

pes are ever reported to the li * 
victims who did po ce. In a survey of ' not report rape 
police, the followin c_ or attempted rape to the 

gwas 1ound t h Was made· 4301 th h as ow Y no report . io oug t n h" 
felt it was a privat ot mg could be done 27% 

e matter 12% . ' response, and 1 ?01/, f I . , Were afraid of police 
- 0 et It wa · 

s not Important enough. 
SeXUal Violence is an -
Dender Hoe. For illfo o':°e that cuts across the 
sexua1 Violence Vlsh :at men can do to end 
--bamev,othe,i1Dlhinu~~-cs.ulk.edu/ 
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can men at Dartmouth have not formaU ·h 1 . 
th · · Y eddiscu · about e statistics as of yet. ss1ons 

While the Sexual Assault Committee em h . . P as12ed th . vacy and self-education of the community epn-
h li . ell d dA . , sponsoring o sttc, w -atten e s1an Women Healths · las a 

enes tsp· the matter would not have surfaced in the fir t 1 . s p ace \VJth-out an aggregate perspective on sexual assault Wh 
. . d D th · en she Jome artmou as sexual abuse program co din . or atorm 
1996, Susan Marine developed a new system oft ki . . rac ng 
demographic data in reports made to the Sexual Abuse 
Awareness Program. Unlike larger campuses whe · • , re1t1s 
nearly i~possible to record basic information in reports 
from various sources, Dartmouth's program coordinates 
reports to sexual assault peer advisors, to deans, and to the 
program counselor herself ( the majority of the women 
reflected in the statistics chose to visit Marine personally). 
Marine required all reporting sources to note (when pos-
sible) at minimum the following pieces of information: the 
victim's year, race/ ethnicity, whether s/he was Greek-affili-
ated, and whether s/he was a varsity athlete. (The race of 
the assailant was reported in only half of sexual assault cases.) 

Before the PAC Sexual Assault Committee decided to 
issue the letter Shin had contacted a number of other uni-' versities while its administrative members contacted col-
leagues ~bout racially disproportionate reporting of sexual 

c "Alotof assault. But they all encountered the same 1ence. ' . all ,, schools don't break it down or won't release 1t nation Y, 
. . h ember of said assistant dean Nora Yasumura, w o was am 

the Committee. Main S tree Is efforts to contact othe:c~-
pus centers was similarly fruitless. One rape educano; ; 
rector, Cornell University's Nina Campbell, spoke ~;;t 
the complications of such work, "I personally wo. . 

. . . . I' more wter want to be distracted trackingv1ct1ms- m 
estedin prevention." d dinin• 

· succee e Whether the efforts of the Committee h ear the 
• · fort e Y forming women is unknown. Stat1St1CS . dAsiafl 

dAs1anan letter :"as released (1999-~000) sh owe out 1 O¾, a sharp 
Amen can women reporting cases at ab sfullY 1n· 

h I tter succes d drop. It is still unclear whether t e e •vors feaJt 
formed women, or whether sexual assault s~Ol were not 
greater scrutiny. Statistics for the year ZOOO- here, but her 

· · n elseW · e's kept, as Marine departed for a posioo onueMafl!l . 
h h es to con . om· successoi;AbbyTassel,sayss e op •rtee'sSJ.x 0 " 

methodologies. Of the Sexual Assault CoJ'I11lll crraduated or 
1 has not" cofl" nal members, however, on Y one th ran open .. , 

whe e ' ruoc, moved on, and it remains to be seen cornn,u 
. . d across versa ti on on sexual assault within an 

will truly take place. ,vhire, 
ss prograr11, rrc<I 

* A . I Ab f\ warene d ors rcr° ,, ccording to the Sexua use . - " 5ru e · v~' 
\ . . f\111eJ1~•~· . d~ Jo' 1 fncan American, L1tina, and Naove ·tiJ1'' "~ lit 
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