one of the Committee co-chaj

s putit, “There’s no
model for this elsewhere ”
ual ASSa\llt at Nearly all Women and professiong|s interviewed Jast
Sex spring believed that the likelihood of women in the
D artm()uth community OVertepotting respective ¢ other groups
i mi was very small * If anything, Asian and Asian Ameri
) tre 5 5 f n g Sta tls tl CS can women would tend tq underreport Instances of
i‘ D’s . I sexual assault, a5 the community, along with other s
B ro ug h t Sl en Ce cial minotities, haye been known to underutilize health
| By Shirley Lin ‘02 fesources, especially counseling. Not has the sexual
| ) / assault awareness Program advertised jtse)f i
| onal reporting by Paloma Wu ‘03 . gt seditself especially
| Additional rep toany facial community at Dattmouthin receg years
Nationwide wherte domestic violence is the focus
/ of most women’s shelters, underrepomng by Asian
‘ ' communities is the nog, While statistics on sexual assauylt
a5 an overview of research ‘o”d‘f”e‘i bJ’ Lin last {P””g-_ _I” are not collected nationally, theyare sometimes available 5
,;_msmzrb, aver 20 wo;nen agreed 1o be interviewed on the condition the ifxstitutional level According to Mayumi Yamad, a
it the were not quoted. Sutvivor-advocate for The Hayen Program at Massachy.

setts General Hog ital, Asi
: n February 15,2000, about 250 Dartmouth stu- - e

up only 2% of al] cli-

‘ : ents but comprise 10% of the Bost i
dents received a beige-colored letter i their theoty that AsE':an Wormen at Dartmox?ti z,zg:iiio;l.tgrh -
i . . . ee

mailbox. They wete all self identified Asian 24 fimes more likely to report could not holg =
Asian Ametican PR lF‘or those who read Sl e iy televant question to pursue was whether Asian
the case for mOS_t Ofllts fecipients—the grounds for pavacy .4 Asian Ametican women are at a higher risk of sexual
became immediately clear. . : o assault, Although the term “Asian” denotes a mosaic of
The letter was formal notice of some alarming statistics languages religions, and cultures_the consensus among nearly
&om-fhe Sexual Abuse .Awareness Program: women in the all Asian women interviewed is that there js an absence of
ethnic Asian community were reporting 2 disproportion- .

» SeX s strictly
taboo subject; parents ta,
40% of sexual assault and sexual abuse cases. The follow-
ing year, they reported 37% of cases;

citly requite abstinence of daugh-
ters, and look the other
and in 1998-1999,
they reported 30 of the cases. Sin

way for sons. Thus, the obligatory
“sextalk,” considered a ite of Passagein Ametican culture,
ce women of Asian ratrely happens in many Asian and Asian American house.

escent comprised roughly 12% of Dartmouth’s female
undetgraduate Population, the statisti

holds. Such attitudes continue to hold swayin Asian Ameri-
tics indicated that they
Were roughly three times more likel

can families, and the majority of Asian ethnic students at
Y to report sexual as- Dartmouth (and generally) are either first- or second-gen-
sauls eration.
Whether the Wwomen wete more likely to reportsexual Not only were sexual attitudes wihin the community a
assaultor more likely to excperience sexual assault was some-
thing the letter’s au

stumbling block for Asian and Asian American women,
thors, the Pan Asian Council’s neWly  butalook at such attitudes towardAsian women proved
formed Sexual Assault Committee—could not determine equally disturbing. Many of the women interviewed dli_
onits own. But not even a handful of women th €~ scribed conversations in\x{hxch non- Am?; mzn l;lm];]z sp\;,i t;
ceived the news attended the series of private discussions o Agian women as exotics, and X;:Sl' ere . 51 ::r}: hfs i
A i i i initself. Mainstream American -
the Committee organized later that month. The issue of oneanendin itself. Main S
sexual assault, still difficult to discuss openly atDa.mnout.h ply demonstrated its attachm. e o ol
and nationwide proved an even more circumscribed tOPIC  Asian women, from the sexu y su Lmé e
: i istd n Lady. Give:
ithi y y som to the sexually sadistic Drago the
thin the Asian American community. ! : e
W‘Wm;h one was willing to interpret the silence follow-  that the U.S. has aggressed in three m;l)or :;Jaxs 1:) Segne
. ‘3 2
ing th y ?oti tics’ release as a crisis defused, the Asianand (¢, century and thatitis now a preferre ;;sing il
B b ) i thei i tourism industry, it’s not sur;
ian Amet mmuni tance to discuss theissue  Agjan sex to iy, ;
R umwfs rt:hlcreaching critical answers commodifying “Asian fetish phenomeno; ;qnmAlZS t?
Committee from : ; devarl Ao e stk
PIeVe;T‘ted‘;h ections for future steps. AsNeena Shin’00,  jnfluence non-Asian college men. Asian
nor clear Aaire

35
Main Street



Feature ‘

Know The Facts

Safsty improves with knowledge: help dispel the myt_hs and
silence surrounding sexual assaulf. .A groungfbre_alang
study by the National Center for Victims of Cnme in 1992
revealed the true nature of rape and sexual waence in the
United States. Here are some highlights from its findlings:

»

¥n the United States, 1.3 women are raped every:

minute. That results in 78 rapes each hour, 1,872 rapes
each day, 56,160 rapes each month, and 683,280 rapes
each yeat. ¥The United States has the world’s highest
rape rate of the countries that publish such statistics: 4
times higher than Germany, 13 times higher than England,
and 20 times higher than Japan. *One out of every
three American women will be sexually assaulted in
her lifetime. *61% of all rape cases are victims less than
18 years old. 22% are between the ages of 18 and 24.
78% of rape victims know the attacker. *In a survey of
college women, 38% reported sexual victimizations which
met the legal definition of a rape or attempted rape, yet
only 1 out of every 25 teported their assault to the
police. ¥*One in four college women have either been
taped ot suffered attempted rape. ¥In 2 study of col-
lege students, 35% of men indicated some likeli-
:‘;‘::a:l;thtoh;z z::;d commit a violer.1t rape of a

ed off an advance if they were

assured of getting away with it, *1 i
-*11n 12 male sty-
d.ents surveyed had committeq il

s“"al ol Mportant €nough
Olence is ap j
m Hine. For jngg that :Ills across
o Violence, yigjy ity Can do to epg
®y/other /g, CS.utk edu/
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canmen at Dartmouth have not fonnally held di
about the statistics as of yet. SCUssion
While the Sexual Assault Committee ¢
vacy and self-education of the commy
holistic, well-attended Asian Women He
the matter would not have surfaceq
out an aggregate petspective on sex
joined Dartmouth as sexual abuse p
1996, Susan Marine developedan

demographic data in reports made to the Sexual Abuge
Awateness Program. Unlike latger campuse, where it
neatly impossible to record basic information ig feports
from various sources, Dartmouth’s program coordinates
reports to sexual assault peer advisors, to deans, and to the
program counselor herself (the majotity of the womep
reflected in the statistics chose to visit Marine petsonally).
Matine required all reporting sources to note (when pos-
sible) at minimum the following pieces of information: the
victim’s yeat, race/ ethnicity, whether s/he was Greek-affi-
ated, and whether s/he was a varsity athlete. (The race of
the assailant was reported in only half of sexual assault cases)
Before the PAC Sexual Assault Committee decided to
issue the letter, Shin had contacted a number of otheruni-
versities, while its administrative members contacted col
leagues about racially disproportionate reporting of sexul
assault. But they all encountered the same fence. “Alot of
schools don’t break it down or won’t release it nationaly
said assistant dean Nora Yasumura, who was a membef o
the Committee. Main Stree?s efforts to contact Othe.r Cm;
pus centers was similaly fruitless. One rape educaﬂosout
rectot, Cotnell University’s Nina Campbell, spoke an’t
the complications of such work, “I personally W0 inter-
want to be distracted tracking victims—I'm M0
ested in prevention.” _ dedinio®
Whether the efforts of the Committee succ;C car the
forming women is unknown. Statistics fo.r t :ny Asi
ltter was released (1999-2000) showed ASETUL
Amertican women reporting cases ata out cess:f yitr
drop. Itis still unclear whether the letter ¢ ors fear
formed women, or whether sexual assault (s)u;‘(’)l  were 1"
greater scrutiny. Statistics for the Yf"'f‘r 20? w ere, bt hff
kept, as Marine departed for a position © sentirlue fat”
successot, Abby Tassel, says she hopes © €0 iitee’s St ‘
methodologies. Of the Sexual Assault Com™™
nal members, however, only one ha
. ; Whether ’ nl
moved on, and it remains to be seet $5CO ¥
versation on sexual assault within 20d 2%

will truly take place.
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