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Menu

Aslan American Associlation
Shrimp Chips
Japanese Green Tea
Chinese Jasmine Tea

Chinese Students Association
Jonton Soup
Fried Dumplings
Fried Chicken Wings

Japanese Cultural Society
Maki Sushi
Inori Sushi

Koreans of Earvard/Radcliffe
Kim Chee
and a Surprise

Radcliffe Asian American Women's Group
Chinese Pastries

South East ~Asian Students' Association
Samosa

9:00pm

“ABC™- American 30ra Jilao.

A play that celebrates wawver |- cars
ot Chinese Americdan n:si.rcy

44 wan Franitsco Uhromair

Tues Augumy 19F]

ata L. 18

Musical Self-Porirai

wafs

Cf an Ethnic Group

BY STEVEN WINN

harhie Chan a 20y ear New
York based veteran of the
fulk and rovh Musk W enes

has turned 1o Ltheater wiin
ABL 2 MOGmINule One Man Caba:
rev performance currently at bort
Mason s People s Theater

Chin s gustar and banjyo-accom-
panied songs tuneful and often
clever appropriations of various
pop music styles (rom biges to bal-
Jads paint a kind of muswal self
porirayt of Iths American Bort
L hinese

The basic picture 1 clearly
drawn with songs and patler
sketching out the differences be
tween tradion bound natneborn
Chinese and the ABUs. who key on
the cultural vatues and norms of
American life

To sudiences scquainied with
mMUch Asian Anierican theater. ihe
matter of "ABC & nothing new
American born Chinese [ace con-
siderable stereotyping and resisi-
ance 10 their breaking away from
what s expected of them

Why ssks a sardonically exas
perated Chin, do people assume all
Orlentals practice karate® And
why he wonders with a more pon-
dening kind of puzziement does the
older generauon s0 adamantly op-
Pose Intermarriage with whites®

“ABC" doesnt go much farther
than pointing up the rough general
sies of the group s situation bath
Nistorically and currendy  but
does accomplish that with wit and
alfection

There's an energetic verse bal-

W ABC AMIRICAN SORN
b CHINESTE: A one mon Wiow

by (rovie Chm (Sorer Pro
atons of Peoow s [heater For Maron
Thovgh Avguw /8)

lad about 8 resourceful Chinese
miner in Ihe Californis Gold Rush
a rueful Intle lament about Iife for
a Chinese man 1n Great kalls, Mont

8 swewtly 8ad little aubade 1o 8 l0ve
alfair with 8 tong legred blonde
who didn t comprehend the double
wientt, of place ang heredity for
an Abu

Despue 1ts mordant touches,
the sbow 1 mostly upbeat — a
celenration  (hat comes a litle
close to selfl congratulations st
umbs When Chin fancies himseifl
2% Just another (hinese guy with &
banjo who can (IvR gance.” then
launches 1nL0 the dance. our amiles
are ehiciied with al lewst a measure
of patronization Gee, look st that
Chinese guy clog dance

The show ends with an em-
braceof life in-all its richness song
 ABC from NYC 1 that feeis a little
Krand in view of the gentier revela
11ons that have come before

Buit around the conceit of a
bartender counsehing and consoling
a young nephew whos in love, to
his parents distress, with 3 white
gurl. "ABC 15 often at ils most
appealing when it smiles at fiself
and even at some of the slercolypes
N punclures.

With his ingratiating expres
sions and a tender vocal manner
remintcent of James Taylor, Chin
delies the notion that Chinese men

X v A _
Charlie Chin' o tender, mor-
dant caboretl show

arent romantic Its a mce louch,
then when lae iMagindry nephew
doesn t understand what s Lincle
Charhie” means by romantc (hin
adds a sixh and @ snrug theres at
least & grain of truth in the slereo-
Lpe

Despite a few lapses (a (hinese
accent 1hat sounds lakany Chin
an unflaggingly likable performer
His musicianship s graceful and
accomplished Indeed with his
tense and refease uming his musi
cal personalily Is finally richer ang
more evocative than the simplistc
Iabels he assigns himself in the text

A yearning lhittle homesick bal
1ad about Mot Street in New Yorks
Chinatown soars because It comes
from one mans heart. aboul his
parucular feelings for the puace
“ABL cavers a jot of ground and
tume in an hour and » haif MWhen
stops and looks closely and feelirg
Iy at the surroudings, its Irresisie
ble



